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Invest in a brighter future 
with the Tomorrow Fund, 
United Way Winnipeg’s 
endowment fund.

Through United Way Winnipeg’s Tomorrow 
Fund, you directly help Winnipeggers now 
and the future generations to come. It truly 
is more than an investment; it’s a lasting 
legacy.

For more than 30 years, the Tomorrow Fund 
has proven to be a wise and worthwhile invest-
ment. While the capital remains permanently 
invested and a portion of the annual invest-
ment income is retained to keep purchasing 
power, the remaining investment income pro-
vides stable funding to protect and strengthen 
our essential network of programs and agency 
partners, that do such critical and innovative 
work on the front lines every day.

The donations are invested. The principal 
grows, providing for the future. And the inter-

est helps our community today. Isn’t that a 
smart approach to a sustainable future?

When you support the Tomorrow Fund, you 
are also providing vital seed money to drive 
forward-thinking solutions to the root causes of 
social issues, and create new opportunities to 
help even more people in need, right here in 
Winnipeg.

Not only does your investment support thou-
sands of Winnipeggers, but it comes with the 
added assurance of your legacy continuing to 
grow and positively change lives for years to 
come.

What are your hopes for Winnipeg’s future? 
By investing in the Tomorrow Fund, we can 
do more than imagine a city where everyone 
reaches for their dreams. Together, we can 
make it a reality.

Your support helps build a safer, stronger 
Winnipeg we can all be proud to call home.

Tomorrow Fund

Give the gift of a  
better future.

When you make a gift to United Way Win-
nipeg, every penny goes to programs in 
our city that build healthier communities, 
help kids be kids, and move families out of 
poverty.

For gifts of $5,000 or more, you have the 
option to establish a Named Fund. You will 
need to indicate this intention in your Will 
and provide instructions regarding your 
name choice. 

Examples include:
“I give to United Way Winnipeg the sum of 
$_____, to establish a Named Fund within 
the Tomorrow Fund to be called, ‘The John 
and Jane Doe Fund.’”

“I give to United Way Winnipeg all of the 
rest, residue, and remainder of my Estate, 
to add to the Named Fund called ‘The Doe 
Family Fund,’ which was established within 
the Tomorrow Fund during
my lifetime.”

Bequests are a gift from the heart.

If you are interested in making a bequest, 
it is as easy as adding a sentence or two 
within your Will. 

For example:
A specified sum of money
“I give to United Way Winnipeg the sum of 
$_____.”

A specified asset
“I give to United Way Winnipeg my shares 
of _____.”

A portion of your Estate
“I give to United Way Winnipeg _____% 
of the rest, residue, and remainder of my 
Estate.”

Please note that a Will bequest is fully re-
vocable during your lifetime.

You may also choose to designate United 
Way Winnipeg as a “named beneficiary” 
for all or a percentage of an asset such as 
RRSPs, RRIFs, life investment funds, life 
insurance policies, or TFSAs.

If you are ready to make a gift, we are here 
to help you! A representative from United 
Way Winnipeg would love to meet with 
you (or your lawyer if you wish) to discuss 
your intentions.

And let us know once your gift has been 
made, so we can express our sincerest 
gratitude!

Note: This is a guide with general information 
and does not render legal advice. Changes in 
tax legislation may affect the examples pro-
vided at any time. We recommend consulting 
your lawyer or advisor with any questions or 
concerns regarding your gift(s).

For more information on the Tomorrow Fund, please email 
Vanessa Mackeil at vmackeil@unitedwaywinnipeg.ca or 
call 204-924-4291.

Tomorrow Fund’s current* value:

$20.6 
million!

Thanks to your generosity!



Join the Legacy Circle with a gift  
in your Will.

Over 100 Winnipeggers have made a bequest—provisions in their 
Will for a gift to United Way Winnipeg’s Tomorrow Fund, thus 
joining the Legacy Circle.

Not only does this act of kindness mean investing in the long-
term health of our community, but it also allows the names of 
these generous people to stand as an inspiration to future 
generations to come. It’s truly a gift from the heart.

To Live is to Give.

For Kelly Harris, joining the Legacy Circle was 
an easy decision. 

Giving to her community has always been a big 
part of Kelly Harris’ life. In 2019, she retired after 
40 years with James Richardson & Sons, Limited 
(JRSL) where she spent the last half of her 
career as Executive Director of the Richardson 
Foundation. 

Additionally, Kelly served as JRSL’s United Way 
Employee Campaign Chair from 1998 to 2018 
and continues to support their annual campaign 
at a Leadership level. Her involvement with 
United Way Winnipeg opened her eyes to 
something she strongly gravitated towards; the 
Tomorrow Fund. 

“It’s the foundation for sustainability,” Kelly said. 
“It ensures that vital programming and resources 
are in place for generations to come.” 

With the Tomorrow Fund, gifts are invested long-
term and the interest earned pays dividends 
in the form of community investments into 
local programs. As the gift grows over time, so 
does United Way Winnipeg’s ability to support 
the community through an ongoing source of 
revenue.

Following the passing of immediate family 
members, it became a priority last year for Kelly 

to finalize her own personal affairs. One decision 
was an easy one for her to make.

“It didn’t take me long to put pen to paper. I 
knew I wanted to include the Tomorrow Fund as 
part of my planned giving.” 

Kelly joins over 100 Winnipeggers who have 
made this provision in their Will, a generous act 
that allows her name to stand as an inspiration to 
future generations as part of the Legacy Circle. 

In 2019, Kelly was invited to serve as a United 
Way Agency Liaison Volunteer. Another easy 
decision, as she believes that “give” is one of the 
best four-letter words in the English language.

“The importance and need for United 
Way agencies have only increased during 
the pandemic,” she said. “Giving our time, 
knowledge, skills or monetary support is what 
allows us to connect and stay connected with 
each other, especially during these times.”

When asked what she loves most about 
Winnipeg, Kelly said it’s how passionate 
Winnipeggers are about their community.

“And when we all work together, we’re able 
to leave a collective legacy.” 

A Winnipeg love story.

Donald and Edith Besant were inseparable for 
over 70 happy years, and generous to everyone 
they knew.

Over 70 years ago, Donald and Edith met at a 
dance. And the rest is history. 

“They were always deeply in love,” said Brenda 
Besant-Thompson, one of Donald and Edith’s 
daughters. “They were partners in all aspects of 
their lives and truly each other’s best friend.”

In November 2020, the two of them fought 
COVID-19 in adjoining hospital beds. Despite 
worries that one would go home without the 
other, they both recovered and were able to go 
home together. 

“It meant everything in the world for them to be 
together,” Brenda said. “They were right back to 
that love story again, just the two of them.”

Sadly, Edith peacefully passed away six months 
later, with Donald also passing away only a few 
months after her in October 2021. Their family 
believes they are together once again.

The couple loved each other, but they also 
deeply loved their city. Both of them contributed 
greatly to Winnipeg’s communities throughout 
their lives.

For 41 years, Donald was a pediatrician working 
out of the family’s house in Windsor Park. Edith 
worked as both a neonatal nurse and a nurse at a 
personal care home.

“Our home was always open to others,” Brenda 
said. “My parents took in relatives, friends, and 
sometimes Dad’s patients over the years to 
provide a safe and loving environment during 
times of need.”

The couple continued their generosity by 
establishing the Dr. Donald and Edith Besant 
Fund with United Way Winnipeg in 2007. They 
asked friends and family to donate to the fund, 
which had already reached $20,000 at the time 
of their passing.

“Our parents wanted to make a lasting 
contribution,” Brenda said. “Their hope was 
for this to be an ongoing benefit to Winnipeg 
for future generations.” 

Donald and Edith’s four children feel that their 
parents showed them the gold standard of how 
to show compassion towards others. 

“It certainly makes us very proud to be their 
children,” said Brenda. “We all hope to continue 
that legacy.” 

Legacy Circle members will be invited to 
sign United Way Winnipeg’s Book  
of Names.


